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Task 
The brigade member will demonstrate the ability to control and utilize fire suppression 
equipment located in the industry.    Operating a Portable Fire Extinguisher  
                                                                        (cartridge-operated) 
 

Conditions and Outcome 
The brigade member will identify classifications of fires and the associated risks.  The 
brigade member will also use portable fire extinguishers and identify the limitations.      

Number Task Steps First Test Retest #1 Retest #2 
Pass Fail Pass Fail Pass Fail 

1 Select the appropriate extinguisher based on size and type 
of fire. 

      

2 Remove the hose/nozzle from the storage position.        
3 Position to one side of the extinguisher and depress the 

activation plunger.  
      

4 Point the nozzle or horn in a safe direction and discharge a 
very short test burst to ensure proper operation. 

      

5 Carry the extinguisher to within stream reach of the fire.       
6 Aim the nozzle or horn toward the material that is burning.        
7 Squeeze the carrying handle and the discharge handle 

together to start the flow of agent.  Release the handle to 
stop the flow. 

      

8 Sweep the nozzle back and forth at the base of the flames to 
ensure full coverage by the extinguishing agent until the 
fire is extinguished.    

      

9 Watch for smoldering hot spots or possible re-ignition of 
flammable liquids.   Ensure the fire is completely 
extinguished.   

      

10 Back away from the fire area.        

Final Test Result for Entire Task       
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