Enjoy a fire-safe H.O.L.I.D.A.Y.

The top 3 days of the year for home candle fires are Christmas, New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day

by Firefighter Michael McLeieer - E.S.C.A.P.E. Fire Safety (269-492-3340)

The most wonderful time of the year is also the most likely time of the year for home fires. Home
fires during the holiday season often involve space heaters, candles, holiday decorations and
Christmas trees. By taking some preventative steps, using common sense and following some
simple rules, most home fires can be prevented during the H.O.L.1.D.A.Y. season and beyond.



e Have a home safety escape plan, practice two ways out of every room. One way out could
be a door and the second way out could be a window.

¢ Outside — Go outside to your family meeting place when the smoke alarm sounds and during
fire or smoke conditions.

e Lighters and matches are tools for adults not toys for kids. Make sure you secure them out
of the reach of young and curious hands.

Inspect holiday lights and wiring for damage. Replace defective accessories.

Detectors — Both smoke and carbon monoxide detectors make great gifts.

Always turn off a space heater and holiday lights when you go to bed or leave the room.
You can take charge of your holiday safety Where You Live!

i SFREEZE o uintoy t

Did you know? | As you deck the halls this season, be fire smart.
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‘Tis the season to water your Christmas tree daily to keep it from becoming dry. Also use care with
candles and electric lights to keep this joyous time of year safe. More than 1 out of every 4 home
Christmas tree fires is caused by electrical problems. A heat source too close to the tree causes 1 in
every 4 of the fires.

e Use flameless candles instead of real candles to prevent a home fire.

e Create a 1-foot circle of safety (keeping anything that can burn away) if you decide to use
real candles. Always blow out candles when you leave the room or go to bed.

e Choose holiday decorations that are labeled flame retardant or not flammable.
e Keep your live Christmas tree away from heat sources and room exits.

e Place fireplace ashes in a metal container with a lid and place the container outside and
away from buildings and other combustibles.

Remember as you deck the halls this season, be fire smart and don’t burn them down.



